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The majority, on the contrary, whatever its political
complexion, wishes to be rid of it. Signor Brunialti
quotes two cantons as examples, and I would add those
of- Geneva, Fribourg, Berne, Lucerne, Aargau, the
Grisons, and others. Fribourg is the most curious of
all. The cantonal referendum is one of the planks of
the Kadical platform, and the government and the
majority will not -have it at any price. It has been-
said, therefore, that Fribourg is not a democratic
canton. If, on the other hand, the eagerness with
which, the electors go to the ballot-box on voting days
is any criterion of the intensity of the democratic
opinion in that country, then Fribourg is one-of the
most democratic cantons in Switzerland. A consider-
able number of Fribourg voters, moreover, take part
in each federal referendum.

What is true of the different cantons in particular
is also true of the Confederation in general.

I will not prove the point by quoting the declara-
tions that have been made to me by important
members of the Federal Councils. It is only neces-
sary to mention two facts in the parliamentary and
political history of Switzerland which every one there
knows.. One of these is of recent date,, and the other
several years old.                                ;

The question of conferring on the electors the
right of initiative afforded the Radical party on three
occasions the opportunity of disclosing, its .enmity
towards any measure which increased the legislative
power of the people.

In the Assembly the " formulated " initiative, whi<?h
was advocated by the Right, was resisted by nearly all
the speakers on the side of the majority. The Right